DLA is paid by the Department for Work & Pensions (DWP) to individuals who are disabled in
order to provide financial support to meet the additional needs that they have as a result of
their disability.
DLA for children under 16 is paid to an appointee, and if the child is in foster care in most
cases the appointee for DLA will be their foster carer, who takes responsibility for
administering the money on behalf of the child and using it appropriately to meet their
needs. The financial relationship is between the DWP and the appointee, and the DWP does
not require appointees to keep itemised accounts of DLA expenditure. It is not the
responsibility of the child's social worker to monitor the DLA, but ideally you might reach
broad agreement about how the money will be used.
National Minimum Standards: Fostering Services (NMS), standard 28.9 states:
28.9) Where a child is eligible for benefits as a result of a disability, foster carers are
encouraged to apply for those benefits. There are regular recorded discussions about how
any additional benefits are being spent to promote the best interests of the child.
You can view the full NMS at the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/192705/N
MS_Fostering_Services.pdf
If you are in any doubt about what is appropriate use of DLA you can contact the DLA
Helpline on 0345 712 3456, Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm can clarify this for you. Generally
anything that meets the child's additional care and mobility-related needs will be seen as
appropriate spending and can also include holidays, equipment, play and leisure activities,
transport and so on. The DLA Helpline is also clear that DLA is not intended to be saved, it is
a ‘living’ benefit to help improve the quality of life of the child/young person. If the full
allowance is not spent on a weekly basis, it is appropriate to save any that is unspent to use
for the child in future.
Unless savings are to be placed in a discretionary trust, it may not be advisable to build up a
large amount of savings for a disabled child who is likely to claim welfare benefits when
they reach the age of 16 or over, as any savings in excess of £6000 will reduce the amount of
means-tested benefit that they can claim.
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